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Revitalizing the Korea DMZ Peace Geopark Project and the Regional Tourism Industry

as a Regional Development Strategy

KIM,Chang-Hwan®”, JUNG, Sung-Hoon?

The DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) and its adjacent arga®ss-Border Regions) in
Gangwon province, the Republic of Korea, have c@mpnsive and academic
geomorphological and geological sites. Their histdrassets, cultural uniqueness and
ecological resources which have still remainedcingend unexplored due to the Korean
War in the early 1950s and the tension betweesthegh and North during about 60
years. A project on establishing the DMZ geopark gobal geopark was launched in
2010 as the Inter-Regional Cooperation and Co-ragdProgram at the national and
local level led by the Ministry of Knowledge & Eammy, Gangwon Province and 5
local authorities (rural & peripheral regions wit#h0,000 residents). Main aims of this
presentation are to introduce main geo-scientifess cultural and ecological resources,
training of local people, community business arglaeal development. Along with
theses aims, this paper is divided into 4 sectibmstly, the history, concept and values
of the Korean DMZ are explored in terms of its sgadcope, the political and historical
backgrounds, and geopark’s values. Secondly, th& biMGangwon province has
geomorphological and geological resources whichrgpeesented as processes of the
formation of the Korean peninsula. In the DMZ atsdadjacent areas, there are three
types of petrographical features which are basstamorphic rocks and granites.
These geo-scientific assets can be used as sdarggsotourism, training of local
people, and community business and regional dex@op Thirdly, how to build
softward infrastructure and to educating local pedapintroduced with respect to
connections between geosites and the locally entbhsolgo-economic, culutral and
historical life of the people. Finally, geotoursiommmunity business and regional
development are discussed with regard to a wayhiolwsuch concept of the Korean
DMZ geopark project contributes to its regional elepment.
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